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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This report outlines the progress made during the second quarter of 2018. Dr Michael 
Njoroge who was assigned to head the veterinary services in northern Kenya in March 
2018 has continued working closely with Ewaso Lions (EL), Grevy’s Zebra Trust (GZT) 
and Save The Elephants (STE) to prepare all that is necessary for him to step into his 
new position in Samburu.  Further delays have occurred due to the ongoing logistical 
preparations to recruit and deploy appropriate field support staff for Dr Njoroge. The 
Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) is also in the process of recruiting to boost their thin pool 
of veterinary doctors. These processes are out of our control but we have been informed 
the KWS plans to finalise them in July.  On finalising, Dr Njoroge will be released to 
begin the vet services in Northern Kenya as of August 1st 2018.  
 
The construction of the veterinary lab and office was near completion as of 30th June 
2018. See photos in Appendix A.   Other necessary equipment and drugs were ordered 
locally and abroad jointly by the KWS and STE. We expect most of the deliveries to be 
made in July 2018.  
 
The Toyota Land Cruiser was fitted with all the necessary equipment and modifications 
that are required for a mobile field veterinary unit. These included protective bars, a 
winch, lockable storage containers for dart gun and drugs, double roof hatch for darting 
operations, floodlights on all sides, a refrigerator, a power supply via an extra battery and 
inverter, and an animal capture cage at the rear. The vehicle was re-sprayed a sand colour 
to blend in with the environs and branded as a KWS vehicle - logos from EL, GZT and 
STE also featured. See photos in Appendix B. 
 
The plan is to get all the necessary logistics of personnel, equipment, drugs and housing 
finalized in July and officially start the vet services from 1st August 2018.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



		 		 	

The table below outlines wildlife cases that a vet may (or may not) have been able to 
respond to between April and June 2018. 
 
WILDLIFE CASES AND NEED FOR SAMBURU VET 
Lions 
Over the past quarter, we required 
veterinary intervention on one 
occasion.  Nadala’s cub was shot 
north of Samburu. She survived the 
shooting, however had an injured leg 
and was unable to move far.  Nadala 
stayed with her cub, only moving at 
night when there was less livestock 
and human presence. The small 
family was in very thick bush and our 
team were only able to access them 
on foot. We remained in contact with 
Dr Rono who said that if visibility 
was good, to call him and he would 
arrive to try and treat Nadala’s cub. 
However, this was very hard to 
achieve as they remained high up on 
hills, or in thick bush, and locating 
them at night was challenging. Ideally, 
a permanent vet’s presence would 
have helped the situation and we may 
have been able to dart the lion at 
night. Fortunately, it appears Nadala’s 
cub is recovering from her injury as 
our team keep a close eye on the 
small group. 
 
 

  
Our team of warriors scan the top of the hill, where 
Nadala and her cubs were hiding 
 

 
Nadala finally emerges from the thick bush with her 
cubs hidden in the back 

One of the collared lion’s, Loeku, 
collar has stopped working and EL 
are in urgent need to replace his 
collar. He currently cannot be located 
and having a vet with us will allow us 
to locate him and replace his collar 
immediately. We would not be able to 
find him and then call a vet as the 
chances are, we would lose Loeku 
again.  In addition to replacing 
Loeku’s collar, we have 5 other 
collars to replace within the next 3 
months. 

 
 
	



		 		 	

Grevy’s Zebra 
On May 10th a male Grevy’s zebra 
was found in Buffalo Springs 
National Reserve with a severe 
predation injury. He was treated 
successfully by Dr Rono and the 
wound has since healed. 
 

	 	
	

	
	

On May 17th a male Grevy’s zebra 
with an injury to the right front leg 
was reported by Shivani to GZT. 
After locating the animal, we sent 
photos to Dr Rono who determined 
that the wound was minor and 
therefore only required monitoring. 
In subsequent follow up, we have not 
been able to locate the Grevy’s zebra 
but are hopeful that he healed, as no 
one has reported an injured Grevy’s 
zebra in Buffalo Springs since that 
time. 
 

	
	

Elephants  
On 5th April, STE’s Long Term 
Monitoring Team came across a 
mature bull named Shaka (B1238) 
who looked very unwell. After 
observing him for a while, they 
concluded he had chronic diarrhea 
and was often stretching his rear legs. 
Sadly, Shaka later died before the vet 
could reach him.  
 

 
Shaka, looking unwell	



		 		 	

 
 
As you can see, the need remains and all at Ewaso Lions, Grevy’s Zebra Trust and Save 
The Elephants are very much looking forward to the arrival of the vet to save more lives 
and reduce suffering in northern Kenya. Huge thanks continue to go to you, the donors, 
for your incredible support which has so far enabled us to lay the foundations critical to 
rapid wildlife interventions in the near future. We look forward to reporting on the vet’s 
impact over the coming year. 

On 14th April, Ilngwezi Conservancy 
reported to STE and the Kenya 
Wildlife Service an elephant who had 
been shot. The bull was treated but 
unfortunately, on 27th April, he 
succumbed to his wounds. He was 
considered a big tusker, 
approximately 50 years old. 

 
The bull being treated 
 

 
Following treatment 

On 25th June, STE’s Geographic 
Information System (GIS) Team 
responded immediately to an 
immobility alert on Ntepes (S8.94). 
They searched for the collar on 
Meibae Conservancy hoping it might 
have dropped. Unfortunately Ntepes 
had died. The team found no visible 
signs to the cause of death which 
remains as “unknown”. It would have 
been valuable to have a vet on hand 
to do a postmortem. 

 

 
Ntepes, found dead after an immobility alert lead the 
team to him 



		 		 	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX A 

 
The veterinary lab and office in Samburu melds well with the environment  
 

 
Running water, a stainless steel washing area and big windows mean the veterinary lab will be 
drenched in light and easier to keep clean and sanitised 
 



		 		 	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX B 

 
The new veterinary vehicle modified and ready to go!  
 

 
For our key partner, branded as a KWS vehicle. Only together can we save wildlife.  


